
“Methodists on Mission:  
Exploring discipleship and Scripture” 

Agenda 
09.30 Opening worship 

Revd Andrew Fox – Rotherham & Dearne Valley 
 Opening Business  

Welcomes 
Apologies and Dispensations 
Appointment of scrutineers 
Letters of Greeting 
Confirming appointments 
Report on Conference 2026 

10:15 Keynote Speaker: Revd Dr Andrew Stobart (Principal of Cliff College) 
  2 Kings 5: 1-15 

11:00 Break 

11:15 Group Bible Engagement Sessions – Part 1  
• Missional – What might God be inviting us to do? 
• Pastoral – How does this connect with people's lived experience? 
• Exegetical – What did this mean in its original context? 

12:15 Lunch 

13:00 Keynote Speaker: Rev Dr Catrin Harland-Davies  (Director of  
Methodist Formation, Queens Foundation Birmingham) 
  1 Peter 2: 4-10 

13:45 Group Bible Engagement Sessions – Part 2  
• Homiletical – How might we communicate this message today? 
• Prayerful – What is God saying to me? 
• Visual/Imaginative – What do we notice, imagine and 

wonder? 

14:45 Closing Business and Reports 

15:10 Closing Worship 

15:25 Invitation to the next District Gathering / Synod  
– 10th April 2026, Wesley Hall, Crookes 



 

Opening worship 

Singing the Faith 157 – God has spoken 
God has spoken — by his prophets, 
spoken his unchanging word; 
each from age to age proclaiming 
God, the one, the righteous Lord. 
’Mid the world's despair and turmoil 
one firm anchor holding fast: 
God eternal reigns forever, 
God the first, and God the last. 

God has spoken — by Christ Jesus, 
Christ, the everlasting Son, 
brightness of the Father's glory, 
with the Father ever one; 
spoken by the Word incarnate, 
God from God, ere time was born; 
Light from Light, to earth descending, 
Christ, revealing God to all. 

God is speaking — by the Spirit, 
speaking to our hearts again, 
in the age-long word expounding 
God's own message, now as then. 
Through the rise and fall of nations 
one sure faith is standing fast; 
God still speaks, the Word unchanging, 
God the first, and God the last. 

George Wallace Briggs (1875–1959) 
 

  



2 Kings 5: 1-15 

Naaman, commander of the army of the king of Aram, was a great man 
and in high favour with his master, because by him the Lord had given 
victory to Aram. The man, though a mighty warrior, suffered from 
leprosy. Now the Arameans on one of their raids had taken a young girl 
captive from the land of Israel, and she served Naaman’s wife. She said to 
her mistress, ‘If only my lord were with the prophet who is in Samaria! He 
would cure him of his leprosy.’ So Naaman went in and told his lord just 
what the girl from the land of Israel had said. And the king of Aram said, 
‘Go then, and I will send along a letter to the king of Israel.’ 

He went, taking with him ten talents of silver, six thousand shekels of gold, 
and ten sets of garments. He brought the letter to the king of Israel, which 
read, ‘When this letter reaches you, know that I have sent to you my 
servant Naaman, that you may cure him of his leprosy.’ When the king of 
Israel read the letter, he tore his clothes and said, ‘Am I God, to give death 
or life, that this man sends word to me to cure a man of his leprosy? Just 
look and see how he is trying to pick a quarrel with me.’ 

But when Elisha the man of God heard that the king of Israel had torn his 
clothes, he sent a message to the king, ‘Why have you torn your clothes? 
Let him come to me, that he may learn that there is a prophet in Israel.’ So 
Naaman came with his horses and chariots, and halted at the entrance of 
Elisha’s house. Elisha sent a messenger to him, saying, ‘Go, wash in the 
Jordan seven times, and your flesh shall be restored and you shall be 
clean.’ But Naaman became angry and went away, saying, ‘I thought that 
for me he would surely come out, and stand and call on the name of 
the Lord his God, and would wave his hand over the spot, and cure the 
leprosy! Are not Abana and Pharpar, the rivers of Damascus, better than 
all the waters of Israel? Could I not wash in them, and be clean?’ He 
turned and went away in a rage. But his servants approached and said to 
him, ‘Father, if the prophet had commanded you to do something difficult, 
would you not have done it? How much more, when all he said to you 
was, “Wash, and be clean”?’ So he went down and immersed himself 
seven times in the Jordan, according to the word of the man of God; his 
flesh was restored like the flesh of a young boy, and he was clean. 

Then he returned to the man of God, he and all his company; he came and 
stood before him and said, ‘Now I know that there is no God in all the 
earth except in Israel; please accept a present from your servant.’ 



1 Peter 2: 4-10 

Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and 
precious in God’s sight, and like living stones, let yourselves be built into a 
spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices 
acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. For it stands in scripture: 
‘See, I am laying in Zion a stone, 
   a cornerstone chosen and precious; 
and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.’ 
To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe, 
‘The stone that the builders rejected 
   has become the very head of the corner’, 
and 
‘A stone that makes them stumble, 
   and a rock that makes them fall.’ 
They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to 
do. 

But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own 
people, in order that you may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called 
you out of darkness into his marvellous light. 
Once you were not a people, 
   but now you are God’s people; 
once you had not received mercy, 
   but now you have received mercy. 

 

 

  



  



Closing Worship 

Singing the Faith 161 – Speak, O Lord, as we come to you 
Speak, O Lord, as we come to you 
to receive the food of your holy word. 
Take your truth, plant it deep in us; 
shape and fashion us in your likeness, 
that the light of Christ might be seen today 
in our acts of love and our deeds of faith. 
Speak, O Lord, and fulfil in us 
all your purposes, for your glory. 

Teach us, Lord, full obedience, 
holy reverence, true humility. 
Test our thoughts and our attitudes 
in the radiance of your purity. 
Cause our faith to rise, cause our eyes to see 
your majestic love and authority. 
Words of power that can never fail; 
let their truth prevail over unbelief. 

Speak, O Lord, and renew our minds; 
help us grasp the heights of your plans for us. 
Truths unchanged from the dawn of time 
that will echo down through eternity. 
And by grace we’ll stand on your promises, 
and by faith we’ll walk as you walk with us. 
Speak, O Lord, till your Church is built 
and the earth is filled with your glory. 

Keith Getty (b. 1974) and Stuart Townend (b. 1963) 
Words and Music: © 2005, Thankyou Music.   

  



Singing the Faith 564 – O Thou Who Camest from Above. 
O thou who camest from above 
the pure celestial fire to impart, 
kindle a flame of sacred love 
on the mean altar of my heart! 

There let it for thy glory burn 
with inextinguishable blaze, 
and trembling to its source return, 
in humble prayer and fervent praise. 

Jesus, confirm my heart's desire 
to work, and speak, and think for thee; 
still let me guard the holy fire, 
and still stir up thy gift in me — 

Ready for all thy perfect will, 
my acts of faith and love repeat, 
till death thy endless mercies seal, 
and make the sacrifice complete. 

Charles Wesley (1707–1788) 

 
 

  



 

We thank Rotherham and Dearne Valley Circuit and Broom Methodist 
Church for their hospitality today. 
All songs have been reproduced under CCL Licence 187953 
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