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Grant purpose and vision
As an integral part of our commitment to become a growing, inclusive, evangelistic, justice seeking district “for such a time as this”, our net zero vision is that by 2030:
· simple incremental steps in creation care will be a frequent justice seeking route to churches becoming revitalised
· at least 18 justice-seeking flourishing churches across our district will have become Silver Eco Churches
· the district will be widely seen to be “leading by example” on a shared journey to Net Zero through its own activities
The purpose of Action For Hope Grants is to help churches with the financial costs of reducing the carbon footprint of their premises. Churches may use these grants either as match funding for a larger carbon reduction project, or for a series of smaller steps.
These grants are funded as part of the Action For Hope strategy, the Methodist Connexional ambition to become a net zero emissions church.
We encourage churches to use the Eco Church framework to incorporate creation-care wholistically into their worship and discipleship

Criteria
· Churches must have already have been awarded Eco Church Bronze status. (If you have not yet registered with Eco Church, reaching Bronze may be less of a challenge than you anticipate. Please get in touch if you require any support getting started with this.)
· Grants of up to £10,000 are available through this scheme for each set of church premises (i.e. not for manses or houses). More than one application may be made per site, provided that the total awarded for that site does not exceed £10,000.
· Grants will be awarded for improvements to buildings which have been recommended as effective in reducing the carbon footprint of your church in an energy efficiency survey (see grants available for these surveys) or other suitably qualified professional advice. This may include items such as insulation, secondary glazing, LED lightbulbs or solar panels. Funding will not be awarded for installation of gas boilers.
· Each grant must be for no more than 75% of the cost of the works being funded.
· Churches must have an active and up to date mission/ growth plan, that this work should be compatible with. Guidance on creating a growth plan is available here
· Grant funded work should usually be completed within 24 months of award of the grant. If this timetable will be challenging (e.g. due to needing to raise additional funds from other sources), we will expect you to keep us informed of progress.
· Grants will be repayable if the premises are sold within five years of the grant funded work being undertaken.
· Grants cannot be awarded from both this programme and our Properties Fit For Mission programme for the same or connected schemes of works
Evaluation
Grant holders will be required to submit an evaluation of the impact of their works. This to help us understand the impact of this programme, and to be able to share encouragement and learning for churches. We may ask you to discuss your experiences with churches in similar circumstances.


For any questions about the work you are planning, energy efficiency or Eco Church matters, contact our Missional Property Enabler mpe@sheffieldmethodist.org 

	[bookmark: _Hlk161126083]Organisation responsible for this work (church/ circuit)
	

	Premises at which the works will be undertaken
	

	Grant requested (maximum £10,000)
	£

	Total cost of the works being undertaken
	£

	If this work needs to be recorded on the Property Consents portal please state the project number
(see guidance at https://www.tmcp.org.uk/kcfinder-uploads/files/consents-flow-chart.pdf) 
	



	What work will you be doing to reduce the carbon footprint of your premises?

	

	Why have you chosen to prioritise this work? Include reference to energy efficiency survey or other professional advice you have obtained?

	

	By how much do you anticipate this will reduce your annual consumption of mains electricity or gas, or other fossil fuels? 

	

	What other non-property actions are you taking or planning to progress towards Eco Church Silver criteria?

	

	When do you expect the works funded by this grant to be completed?

	

	Who is responsible for leading on Eco Church and/or creation care matters in your church?	

	



		

	How is creation care part of the worship and prayer life of your church?

	



	Person submitting this application (name and role)
	

	Who has given permission for this work to start (e.g. leadership team, church council)
	

	When was permission given
	



	Your organisation’s bank details:

	Account name
	

	Account number
	

	Sort code
	



Please submit your application to Katrin Hackett, District Administrator admin@sheffieldmethodist.org 
You must include a copy of your mission/ growth plan with your application.
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