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This Week's News 

Sad News 

We were sorry to learn of the recent death of Mrs Shirley Ellins, a member at Greenhill Methodist Church, 
Sheffield. Shirley was the District Archivist from 1998 until 2008 and was was meticulous in carrying out her 
responsibilities. We hold her family in our prayers. 

There will be a Celebration Service for the life of Deacon David Clark on Friday 26 May from 12 Noon at Bakewell 
Methodist Church. 

Save the date! 

Saturday 9 September 

The next District Gathering (including Synod business) will be held at Central Methodist Church, Chesterfield. 
Watch this space for more details, including how to register 

Appreciating Church conference 

Saturday 30 September 

Appreciating Church is running a conference on 30th September 2023, with a theme of "Appreciating the tough 
stuff". It will be a day full of inspiration and wisdom from AI practitioners, including speakers and interactive 
workshops. It will be a hybrid conference, with an online (Zoom) and onsite (Priory Rooms, Birmingham) 
conference running in parallel. Much thought has been given to the hybrid nature of this conference, and will be 
tailored, separately, to both parties of attendees. 
The cost of either conference is £100 until 30th June (so get bookings in quickly!), £130 after that. 
Visit https://appreciating.church/appreciating-church-conference-saturday-30th-september-bookings-open/ 

Merging Churches for Mission guidance 

New national guidance has been offered on whys and ways of merging churches or church councils. https://
www.methodist.org.uk/our-work/our-work-in-britain/evangelism-growth/lead-churches-into-growth/merge-
churches-for-mission/ 
This contains real life stories, suggestions for questions to ask and technical guidance. It is purposefully written for 
a context where change feels necessary but painful and the future hard to interpret. There are already many 
instances of churches and circuits across our district pro-actively changing their legal structures and places of 
gathering. 
Contact Neil Harland mission@sheffieldmethodist.org if you are wrestling with how to move forward in your 
context. 

New Guidance for Local Arrangements 

A Local Arrangement is a service of worship where there is no allocated Minister or Local Preacher available to 
take responsibility for leading worship. If approached positively and with appropriate support and 
encouragement, Local Arrangements are an opportunity for building up the congregation and releasing new gifts 
and creativity for the glory of God. 
Here are new Guidance for Local Arrangements for you to download. Please distribute it to anyone in your circuit 
who is responsible for Local Arrangements in their church. 
Ask your Local Preachers' Meeting whether there is more you could do to encourage and equip those leading and 
participating in Local Arrangements around your circuit. 
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Yorkshire Churches Day 

Yorkshire Churches Day (YCD) is a chance for every place of worship in the county to open up and showcase the 
amazing history and heritage found inside their buildings. 
It is a day to tell stories and bring to life the variety, beauty, history and sheer wonder of Yorkshire's churches, 
chapels and places of worship. The aim of the day is to encourage everyone to visit their local church even if they 
have never stepped foot inside a church before. It will be a day for those who are curious about history and heritage 
of their local surroundings. 
This year we are running YCD in partnership with Heritage Open Days (HOD), holding it onSaturday 16 September. 
This is England's largest festival of history and culture, when thousands of people come together to celebrate their 
heritage, community and history. 

To register, visit the Heritage Open Days website and add details of your church, stating you are opening for 
Yorkshire Churches Day. The deadline for entry is the August 10 2023. Full details on how to register and advice on 
fundraising events and how to attract publicity can be found on our website. https://www.yhct.org.uk/yorkshire-
churches-day/ 

District Officers News and Updates 

Update on Fairtrade in the Sheffield Methodist District 

Fairtrade District Status is now being monitored by the newly formed Sheffield District Justice Seekers group as it 
falls squarely within the remit of seeking justice! We would continue to urge all churches to try to buy Fairtrade tea, 
coffee, sugar and other items as much as possible, especially if you are a Fairtrade church. This is much more of a 
challenge in the current cost of living crisis, where the temptation to simply buy the cheapest product is very strong. 
However, in order to fulfil the second of the 2 greatest commandments i.e. to love our neighbour as ourselves, we 
need to remember that the climate crisis is having a devastating impact on farmers in the developing world. 
Farmers who have done little to contribute towards climate change themselves are bearing the brunt of extreme 
weather events such as drought, vicious storms and/or floods that destroy the crops they rely on to survive. 
However difficult we may be finding it in the UK, we still live in a relatively wealthy country with access to welfare 
benefits, health and education services, unlike many farmers who grow some of our favourite foods in less-
economically developed countries. Without fairer prices today, more farmers growing staples like cocoa, bananas 
and coffee will be forced out of business by the climate crisis. Lives and livelihoods of whole communities are in 
danger, but Fairtrade is making a big difference to people like Sadick Abanga who lives in Ghana. Sadick farms nine 
acres of land for cocoa and has been doing so for 18 years. It's getting increasingly difficult due to the climate crisis, 
but he is working with Fairtrade to farm differently. Since joining his Fairtrade co-operative eight years ago he's had 
training on managing the environment, had extra support from Fairtrade Premium funds and enjoyed a real say 
over long-term decisions with his co-operative. 
So, despite the genuine challenges we do face here in the UK please do make the case in your churches to keep 
buying Fairtrade. 
Many thanks 
Alison Trezise -Fairtrade District Co-ordinator 

Events 
We are always happy to help publicise any event you may be holding in your own church and Circuit. The easiest 
way to submit an item is via the online form here: https://www.sheffieldmethodist.org/contact/forms/submit-an-
event.html 

Small Church Rural & Rooted 

1 June – 7pm online 

If you live in a rural area you might want to join a group discussing how being a church without a building might 
work. We will hear examples of 'flourish' and 'open' using a Methodist Way of Life and explore how we could use 
these in our locality. To register for the event, which takes place at 7.00pm on 1 June click here. 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/small-church-rural-rooted-tickets-560700800187  
This conversation is open to anyone from a small church or rural community 

https://www.yhct.org.uk/yorkshire-churches-day/
https://www.yhct.org.uk/yorkshire-churches-day/
https://www.sheffieldmethodist.org/contact/forms/submit-an-event.html
https://www.sheffieldmethodist.org/contact/forms/submit-an-event.html
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/small-church-rural-rooted-tickets-560700800187

